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— . THIS IS WHY THE NEXT SIX WEEKS ARE CRUCIAL | 
eee Main opposition to harmonisation etc. 

‘ > i . | € coming from the Greens, and th | 

The next Six weeks -are re mee crucial | Parties on the continent are likely Tos 

eee eT use well. If they do extremely well the $i 
the word crucial I'm not just using emotive i European Market, which isn't yet a certainty 

language for the sake of eee personal glory in may well be open to changes. We, on this side 

Manchester and Trafford, I'm thinking of the Ciethe = English (!) Channel, won't have 
future of the planet. : g : proportional representation and after the 

The established UK parties, with millions of elections the politicians in this country are 

pounds at their disposal, will _be trying to unlikely to laud the successes of our European 

convince the public Piceegmoen 1Ssues" are in 4 friends. 

hand and any mention of the Green Party will he fe The UK Green Party is highly respected on the 

to discredit radical aspects of our policies continent, partly because we were the first 

required to change the nature of our society. ' Green Party and partly because of the appalling 
That we need to restructure things is an electoral obstacles we have to overcome. So 

undoubted truth: unprecedented economic wealth don't be despondent - Europe is listening to 

is accompanied by rising poverty, ill-health the fastest growing political movement ever and 

and crime, scarcity of raw materials and ees all be proud of that. 

ecological catastrophe. And our wealth is built meee oie ae TO OURSELVES IN THE COMING 

on the backs of the starving "Third World". If en nae ee be a lot of things going on 
we can't manage things under this system how ee eae Be a. ee aa us your money 

are we going to do so under one which doesn't a2 pee ece = yYOUr. time if you can 
1 <5 ou. 

exploit the poor, without radical changes? Cae See 
The "Common Market" will mean more wasteful 

transport and energy costs,more centralisation, : Soy /} Im want to rae involved 
more contreal Over our lives, more: pockets of { 
terrible poverty and more power and money for a please do Have a of af the 
few at the top. g ‘ Ns é 

But despite our biggest campaign yet, we'll Diary (pc $ 16/14 ). be fe busy f 
have a hard time convincing large numbers of Other even i(l 6 i people to vote GREEN. The other parties will S wi € gens on. Ip you're shange a bit but the likelihood is sadly that Aof sure how to help Phone some things are going to get worse before they start 

“py to improve. Further, the "developing" countries on Ps é I? ‘ aren't going to think much of us denying them 
many of the things that we have, even if that / doa't Need to say (our will !) means contributing to environmental degradation Bor ed that clonations toour tHeasurer 

er Would be Very Welcomed . 
The European Elections are No more hassles now -it's your 

on June isth Planet joo / : 
53602267 2/ KE] Mowrclro stes -Py  oducolU A “ aE 
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MANCHESTER GREEN PARTY 

for Policy Pay, May 6th 1989 
Papers ‘ 

1. HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT 

When the National Health ee a a ee thought 
here would be an initial rush on the services offered 

that ther =, peed but who had previously been unable 

aioe eee atment - and that then demand would settle 
to afford oe constant level, This assumption has 
down +o * aot. and the consistently rising demand on 
ae = a ie symptomatic of the disjointed way in 
the jeal jive. mest of us are materially better off than 

a Mee a better health does not seem to have 

Bee ied ‘the rise in living standards. 

Foal he poorest people in society who suffer 

the ek Sa ate is not just oe to physical factors 

auch as bad housing and poorer diets. Beene nomial ce 

psychological link between sickness and ‘eee suc 2 

stress, breakdown of relationships ea feelings o 

powerlessness in work and domestic life. Gheen a = 

should emphasise empowerment, both of individuals a 

communities as a fundamental aspect of health, and 4 

the reactive, symptom—based appmoscn swhich is prevasent 

elsewhere. 

It is nonetheless true that the NHS is ie 

There is not a great deal the City Council can do on 

that, so in terms of immediate policy for local elect = 

eee eo eae? how the Council can play its part se 

spreading the kind of information which would help preve 
avoidable illness. 

; - b 
More radical steps would depend on a eae es 

Green councillors if we had any >= to bring Reo os ratic 
and their funding under more effective local democ : a e have 
control, instead of the remote two-tier bureaucracy W 
at present. 

een DASE 
Some other points: In a Green society, COM es 

preventative medicine would be the norm, @-g- S°* 
for breast and cervical cancer and health education. 

Sea ESL   

There is mounting evidence of the health dangers of 

‘passive smoking’, that is, accidently inhaling other 
people's tobacco smoke. A policy to ban smoking in 

enclosed public places should be considered. 

AIDS is a civil rights as well as a health issue. We 

should expect the Council to do what it can to help 
dispel the misconceptions and prejudice which surround it, 

and to lend support and guidance to people who have 
contracted the virus, and to their relatives. 

This paper covers two aspects of policy because our 

health is so closely dependent on the kind of environment 
we live in. It may be that two sections in a manifesto 
would be easier to comprehend, but we should in any event 

make the connexions clear. 

Our approach to environmental policy should be to 

encourage the Council to promote a sustainable and 
balanced healthy environment and constantly bear in mind 

the need to conserve the finite resources of our planet. We 

need policies which establish a proper balance between 

short-term economic requirements and the longer ecological 

need of the community; which maintain and, where possible, 

improve the quality of the local environment. A local party 

in Kent adopted a 'charter' which sets out specific 
policies a council could adopt, including the following, 
some of which could form a basis for our manifesto: 

- Act and campaign against air and water pollution, litter 
and anti-social levels of noise. 

- Discourage waste and encourage the recycling of 
materials and use recycled materials wherever practicable. 
These measures are examples of policies which create 
employment and at the same time enhance the city's 
environment. 

- Promote the development and implementation of renewable 
energy sources, improve energy conservation 
buildings and encourage this elsewhere. 

- Encourage a responsible and informed attitude to the use 

of artificial fertilisers, pesticides and herbicides on 
council-owned land and elsewhere and aim to reduce the use 

of artificial fertilisers. Take-up of allotments in the city 
should be encouraged and gardeners should be helped with 
advice on organic methods. 

in council 
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the public from the dangers incurreg 
nes rt and storage of dangerous toxic 

oe ‘asbestos and radioactive materials. 

tat oe thy eating and provide the widest 
2 ee of information on the subject and discourage 
re is unnecessary additives, particularly within the 

Bete cnihence the open spaces, water and trees 
ee control. The rate at which green areas are 

disappearing should be monitored. eae parts of 

Manchester are fairly well off for green space, but there 

is too little green space in the City Centre. We should not 

allow high land values to be the excuse for acres of 

unrelieved concrete. In areas where there is not enough 

green space we should advocate the use of building schemes 
_ an opportunity to improve the situation and the 

reclamation of derelict land for Green uses.) 

- Vhere necessary introduce new planning policies to 

support these aims. The council should encourage a 

positive attitude to the local environment from individual 

residents, groups and organisations and encourage 

community participation in this programme and work with 
other organisations committed to the same goal. 
- Produce an annual report on the state of the environment 
so that implementation of these policies can be monitored. 

2. INNER CITIES 

Introduction The particular problems of 

Inner Cities manifest themselves through: 

high unemployment; 

overcrowded or unfit housing conditions; 

poor health, with a high incidence of serious disease 
and deaths; ; 

racial discrimination. 

ats an extent, therefore, detailing our policies on 
employment, housing, health, etc., as well as explaining the 
redistributive effect of the basic income scheme, will meet 
pan of theee issues, bit we Should also provide a Green 
Seo On the economic and political reasons why 
these problems are at their most serious in Inner Cities.   

No real effort has be 

and potentialities of the commu 

  

   
   

by changing economic nces 

  

hopelessly unequal to 

government, behind all s ‘enterprise’ 

systematically distorting the market with 

business schemes. 

sk. Ironically, 

  

Capital is highly mobile, whereas 
Gr do not wish to be. The people left 

grievances about health, housing, 

dependent on a shrinking base of 
finance these things. 

  

Politically, the iniquities of our voting system ar 

greatly to blame. The Labour Party has for years 
the Inner Cities as its own 

claime 

territory and might be 
expected to have given them favourable treatment. However, 

as these wards are solid Labour voters the opposite 

happened: they do not need to be bought off like the 

marginal middle and outer urban wards and constituencies 
which in turn see the Inner City as having received more 
than its share of attention. 

as 

Against this background, the Conservatives' focus on 

the Inner City can be seen as an attack on one of Labour's 
electoral strongholds. This is made more apparent dy 
current legislation such as the Housing Act which aims by 
a policy of privatisation to break up the council housing 

monopolies. Many schemes are likely to lead to demographic 
change - ‘yuppification' - which could easily make many 
wards, if not whole constituencies, more marginal. 

Shortcomings of earlier policies Previo 
us urban programmes have made some marginal gains for 
Inner City residents, but have not made any fundamental 

improvements to the overall level of disadvantage in 
comparison with the rest of society. They were largely 
operated by Local Councils, though with a high, typically 
75%, proportion of grant aid from the Government. The 
Government is now trying to make Local Councils the 
scapegoats for the indifferent. success of schemes which 

were never funded well enough to have had much hope of 
making a greater impact. 
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tations, much policy up till 
Aside from ee Pees to people who actually 

now has been ae Jobs have all too often gone to 
live in ace completed schemes have on occasion been of 

See oe to people living in nearby affluent 
more elit 
neighbourhoods. 

" liance' clauses of the Local 

ee a Sa ht terms on which local 

eee ust invite tenders for local services, no 

a ee be asked of potential contractors relating 

eae cles matters, which are oes to eS 

romotion, etc. an e 

tapes 2 ee newever, local authorities 

Seescu be bound by their duty under Seepien 71 of the 

ee é Beir AGT to eliminate unlawful racial 

Se ination and promote equality of ae Gage eames 

Councils will for example no longer be allowe o =e 

clauses obliging contractors to employ a se = 

proportion of labour from areas of high Upemp oee 

Ironically, the Government itself is introducing aa : 

compliance in Northern Ireland to reduce employmen 

discrimination against Roman Catholics. 

After the 1987 General Election we were promised a 

White Paper on Inner Cities. Instead, about Eas oe \G 

got a glossy brochure, ‘Action fom @dtles.; in TCE 

Government congratulated itself on its ‘achievements so 

far and announced new plans which will take even ae 

power out of the hands of local people. The talk = 

‘partnership’ with business often means handouts : 

international companies who have no reason to be day ad ug 

the areas they are being enticed to invest in. The ae aaa 

talks of companies benefitting from ‘simplified Bagge 

with quicker decisions direct from the Department & i 

Environment’. What this double-speak actually means 1s tha 

decisions are to be made in London which should be made 

at City Hall, whether in Manchester or elsewhere. 

Funding and control of policy All this has come ee 
because control of funding is so rigidly centralised. Lag 
Councils are denied the resources to tackle local poem 
properly and then get the blame for the inevitable failures 
that follow. Muich funding now comes from .further afield, 
from Brussels, where local influence is felt even less. 

EEC regional policy brushes a b 

apt to deal with pockets of depr 

areas, for example. The smallest unit 

so-called ‘Level II' region, of which 

UK. The funds available are inadeqt 

mechanism to rectify disparities bet 

required by Green policy for federation 

MfSS] but are still large enough seriously to distort 
domestic policy-making, both at national and local level. 
Typical urban schemes favoured by the EEC for funding are 
road schemes, airport expansion and Convention Centres. 

    

   

Pointers for a Manifesto 

- Emphasise how 
everyone a decent living 

or not. This will help tac 

cities. 

insisting on a built-in check which would 
proposals to tests such as: do new developments 
the inner city really serve the needs of local res 
of well-off outsiders?; do new road schemes throu 
city areas really provide new jobs for local peor 

does a new inner city superstore do more harm th 
to the already depressed inner city economy? 
- Emphasise our belief that the problems of inner cities 
can be tackled best by the people who live in them. We 
would use futureInner City programmes to support small- 
scale, locally-controlled services run by community 
organisations. Funding would be guaranteed over an 

  

adequate period. Neighbourhood Councils should be set up, 
by building on local initiative, and given some oudgetary 
control in return for accountability. 

3. LOCAL DEMOCRACY 

Introduction The City Art Gallery wants 
ta convert part of its floor space into a tea-room. This 
may or may not be a good idea, but the decision will not 
ultimately be made by the people who use the Gallery, nor 
their elected representatives, but by the Minister for the 

Environment, Nicholas Ridley: in practice, one of his civil 
servants in Whitehall, who was elected by nobody. 

A
H
.
 

ANA 

 



Thic {= one small but ludicrous 

decision-making     to which politic    

  

centralised in our political sys os 

policies we agree on housing, transport t Sua oe 

be prefaced by 2 large proviso that r er nS, 

would be within the power of the lecal council as things 

stand, and that the rest would depend on a reform of che 

structure of local government. 

Green’ policy in general favours Eradication of 

political power but fhere is mot much detail and some 

] parts of. the Manifesto for a Sustainable Society are 
inconsistent with others. These parts of MfSS are now 

under review; which limits the amount of guidance we can- 

expect to gain from LieeWe cane ctate aS a principle that 

local autonomy in a Green society would be subject only to 
control over those actions which have real effects on 
outside communities (i.e. as opposed to merely upsetting 
some cherished dogma of the ruling party at Westminster). 

Manchester District Council is one of the largest in 
the country and many of its functions would be better 
carried out at a lower level. We can advocate reforms so 
that responsibility for citywide affairs would rest with 
the city council, with parish or neighbourhood councils 
having a their own budgets and a real say on local issues. 

Financing Local Government Tiere 
Scatpeboe Doe neal locals democracy unless each level- of 

government controls its own revenue and the use to which 

it is put. Much local decision making is made with an eye 

to government grants with the result that the eventual 

policy reflects Whitehall's priorities rather than local 

wishes. In a Green society there would be a number of 

taxes from which local councils could fund themselves 

according to prioirities decided locally. MfSS lists the 
following: 

~ Conservation taxes on the use of resources 
- Consumption taxes to favour human skills, long-life 
goods, and economical use of resources 
~ Income and Capital taxes to redistribute wealth as well 
as raise revenue 

; Selective import tariffs to encourage local production 
Or local needs and reduce resource depletion abroad 

ee 

- Pollution charges to 'make the 
- Community Ground Rent (CGR) 

  

Community Ground Re 

increases in land values due to a 

accrue to the community.It is 

which eventually could reach 100% 

the land itself, as opposed to 

Planning consents would increase 

Jand, and hence the CGR levied on 

land was in fact put to its new permitted 

Make it less attractive for speculators 

unused land waiting for values to increase b 

it. In the USA in 1982 an estimate put the yie 

CGR equal to the whole of 

        

   
   

  

USA revenue. 

Income tax is often cited as the most appropriate tax 
to be levied locally, though in the commuter age many 
people who use services paid for by local income tax 
would not actually live in the city. On the other hand, 
land and buildings do not do not travel back and forth 
across the city boundary. In Manchester a large number of 
people receive housing benefit and therefore in effect pay 
a negative sum in rates; at the same time huge commercial 
rents are paid in the City Centre both to the Council and 
to private owners, mostly large corporations. So the effect 
of CGR would be to divert large sums of money 
private pockets for the benefit of the community. This 
contrasts with the centrally-imposed unified business rate 
which the government intends setting up alongside Poll 
Tax. CGR would also bring a good deal of derelict land 
back into use as owners would not for long be able to 

afford to pay tax on land which is bringing in no return. 

trom 

Although it has probably not been thought through by 

the party, it seems that Resource taxes would raise most 
revenue in rural areas while CGR would most benefit cities 

with wealthy commercial centres. Pollution taxes, on the 
other hand, are more by way of a charge, or disincentive, 

and while Manchester could no doubt raise a fair amount 

from factories in the city, we would have to see it as a 

short term measure. After all, once it was ecologically 
Successful the revenue from it would be nil. 
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Presumably, in a Green society, self-regulating local 

communities would be able to devise their own taxes 

without being restricted by national tax policy. There is 

no limit to what might be dreamed up to fit local 

circumstances: road tolls, sales taxes, a gambling levy, 

etc. 

Conclusion The latest newsworthy 

effect of the Government's attempts to privatise local 

democracy out of existence is the row over whether three 

hospitals in Manchester should opt out of Health Authority 

wontrol. The District and Regional Health Authorities have 

long been under none but the most indirect influence of 

local councils, but this is the drift to which Green 

policies must address themselves. We should offer the 

electorate: 

- An end to the escalating centralisation and privatisation 
of previously democratic (if imperfectly so) institutions; 

- A vision of decentralisation to District Council level, 

and within Manchester to even lower levels; 

- A Green perspective on the faults of Poll Tax and 

reasons why financial autonomy is essential to the genuine 

local control we advocate; ; 

- An outline of our policies for financing local government 

and proposals for raising revenue in Manchester. 

4. TRANSPORT 

Manchester, like many other cities, has been subjected 

for decades to a planning regime which gives the demands 

of motor traffic priority over other interests and 

concerns. Communities have been split in two by highways 

and lead from exhaust fumes finds its way into the 

bloodstream of our children. Everynew or ‘improved' road 
means more buildings destroyed, more traffic enticed onto 

the roads, more irreplaceable fuel burnt, more pollution 

and the congestion is not cured, it merely reappears at a 
new bottleneck somewhere else. 

We have to emphasise that we are a break with the old 

unthinking consensus that, no matter how many cars and 
lorries tried to use the roads, space must somewhere be 
found for them all to move about and park in. 

    
   

One of the goals of 

{nto more self-contained 

closer to where they 

services we need can be 

would eventually be 

goods by road. In the m 

public transport to 

attractive alternative tc 

> = Bus priority measures in the city centre a 

routes into the city. Some roads would be mac 

for all vehicles except buses, cycles and maybe 
- Reopening rail lines to pas: 

- Financial and technical encouragement 

groups wishing to set up local minibus servi 
- Raising city centre parking fees. 

  

In addition, transport policy must pay special heed to oO 
the interests of other road users by designing pedestrian 
facilities which avoid ugly and frightening underpasses   

  
and windy footbridges and by providing safe, well- 
signposted alternative routes for cyclists. Cycle lanes 
should be designed for the benefit of cyclists, not just to 

keep them out of the way of motcrists. 

Traffic-calming' is an important new idea which ha 
been applied in British cities including Manchester but i 
far more widely seen on the continent. It's a way 

designing streets and pavements so that traffic cannot use 
residential roads as short~cuts. It can also be used to 

make roads outside schools and shops quieter and safer. 

  

S 

(LRT). There are ecological arguments against it Toot 

cost of the network would need to be justified by + 

passenger traffic being generated, as this would + 

have to be done by deliberately stifling developmen 

district centres, so that more people would c 

and work in the city centre. This is at odds 

of regenerating communities within cities an 
the old consumerist scam which creates a product 

Sets out to create a demand for it. 
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The Passenger Transport Authority's LRT proposal is 

opposed by Greater Manchester Transport Action Group in 

the booklet ‘An Underground for Manchester’ published 

jointly with Manchester FoE. They argue for a more 

extensive (and expensive) scheme using two tunnels running 

North-South and East-West through the city centre. Its 

arguments were discussed in a recent City Green article, 

which should perhaps be read in conjunction with this 

paper. Copies of the article, CMTAG's response to it, and 

the CMTAG booklet will be to hand at the Policy Day. Phone 

David (225 9758) for more information. 

5. HOUSING 

Home ownership is an ideal to which many families and 

individuals aspire, but it is not the best solution for 

everyone. Some people find themselves taking on financial 
commitments they can ill afford in order to buy a home. 
This is in some cases due to notions of ‘status' - owning 
‘your own home is somehow more respectable than paying 

rent - but it is often due rather to the lack of adequate 

and affordable alternatives in today's market place. 

For many people, the young and old, and the simply 
poor, good quality and cheap rented housing is vital to 

maintain the quality of life. Green policies are based on 
diversity, and this should be reflected in our housing 
policy by offering a variety of forms of tenure, so that 

everyone will find one or more of them affordable and 
appropriate to their.situation. 

To bring about this and other aims, local party 
housing policy should include the following points: 

- Subsidy and support should be moved away from private 

and commercial housing and redirected towards community- 

owned housing for rental (whether Council, Housing 

Association or Co-op is less important). 

- ‘Small is Beautiful’ - the massive rehousing schemes of 

the 60's caused irreparable damage to local communities 
and should never be repeated. 
- Housing should be mixed up with the rest of life - with 
work, leisure, commerce, etc. - so that each May exert a 
taming influence over the other. 

   

= In physical terms, all new housing should be desi 
along the lines of ‘long-life, loose-fit, ier ee designed 

- The ‘professionalisation' of housing wang - 

power away from people, and serves only to soe: 2 
further the tasks of housing and home-making. eee 

shoud be seen as an activity, not an item of consumption, : 

Our aims ought to be to enable people to house 

peemectves through small-scale, locally and democratically 
controlled projects - the rule of ad-hocracy under the 
guiding light of the higgledy-piggledy principle. 

6. EDUCATION 

At present schools are run with somewhat harrow- 

minded aims and principles. This will be worsened by 
GERBill, which is centralist and dictatorial, putting more 

power than ever into the hands of Kenneth Baker. The 
murder at Burnage led to a severe condemnation of the way 
that school and schools in general are run. Particular 
references were made by Ian Macdonald to violence, racism 
and inadequate consultation. 

Aims of Education Education should enable people, 
especially children, to acquire: 

- experience of life in general, including experience and 
understanding of lifestyles and religions different to 

One's own; 
- the opportunity to fulfil one's individual talents and 
gifts and express oneself in artistic, constructive and 

creative ways; 

7 the opportunity to investigate and experiment; 
~ experience of and involvement in the local community; 

~ skills for life such as literacy, cooking, shopping, 
conflict resolution, assertiveness, numeracy, dietetics, 

Social skills, articulation, co-operation, healthcare, 

Wiring, parenthood (and avoiding it), and ecologically 
benign living; : 

> understanding of the natural environment, respect 40F 

Mfe, global consciousness, and spiritual awareness; 

7 8 positive self-image; oe 
e training for work (this is overemphasised at present’.



Education policies This is an area well suited to local 

development. The following have been adapted from various 

places, including MfSS and the North-West Manifesto. 

~ Encourage small schools. Economies of scale are at the 

expense of a human-level working environment. 
- Open educational facilities for all to learn from, 

- Abolish the bureaucratic convenience of fixed school- 
leaving ages, which do not relate to people's needs. 
- Provide nursery education for all who want it. 

- Reform educational establishments to involve directly (in 
addition to representation) all those who are affected by 

decisions e.g. parents, staff, students. A major criticism 

in the Macdonald Report was the lack of involvement of all 
concerned in the application of anti-racist policies. 
- Allow part-time or non-attendance of schools for those 
learning at home or elsewhere. 
- Allow flexible hours for schools to cater for those 
whose parent(s) will be working after normal school 
closing time. 
- Identify children with learning difficulties as early as 
possible and provide resources and specialists ‘e.g. speech 

. therapists) so that people with learning difficulties may 
be able to participate in normal school life. 

- Ensure teachers are adequately trained to cope with 
these policies. 

- Allow flexibility and choice in academic subjects. GCSE's 

and AO, A and S levels are unfair and inaccurate as a 
guide to an individual's ability or determination and by 

implication, suitability for employment &c. 

Basically: suitability, flexibility, variety, choice, 
availability and breadth. Suitability refers to the needs 

of the individual. Flexibility means avoiding trapping 
someone in a monotonous course. Variety and choice do NOT 
mean choice betweeen paying and not paying. There must be 

choice within the state (or regional/local) system. 

Availability means open to all, irrespective of left-wing 
shopping lists. Breadth means that not having to drop 

biology to get on with other subjects, and better still, 
being able to do a course in Art to complement sciences. 

Finally, the values of co-operation and caring must be 

encouraged rather than those of competition and 

domination, to bring about the kind of society we seek. 

CONTACTS 

Manchester i 

Membership Joe Otten 30 Kirkmanshulme | 
Secretary La, Longsight i 

256 2201 | 

Secretary Juliet Denham ‘66 Birch Lane ° 
Longsight i 
225 4077 | 

Treasurer Dave Howarth 72 Milwain Rd | 

Levenshulme ! 
256 3160 | 

Internal Cttee David Wild 9 Whalley Grove | 

Convenor Whalley Range i 
227 9167 i 

. External Cttee Joe Otten 30 Kirkmanhulme 
Convenor La. Longsight 

256 2201 

Finance Cttee Bruce Bingham 1 Rita Avenue __ 
Convenor Rushelme 

Euro-Campaign Paul Harrison 96 Gretney Walk 
Coordinator Moss Side 

: ; _ 226 6683 | 

Tragsord 
: 

Marck Rotham 15 Eyebrook Road 

Bawden 928 682! 
_ 

Our prospective E 

; ar Candidate is a8 

Brian Candeland Who is mov oe 

434 716 (Phone Joe if he's moves’ 
+ 

If you're not sure who ta contac 

phone Brian or Tuliet.
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iar Diary 

May no Manchester Central Euro 

meeting 8 Ashton Ave Altrincham 7-45 

5th Street Stall Piccadilly dns. 

=? Alelp please 2-7 pm 

Eth Policy Day -see back page 

+ NW Area -—EUto steering group at 

Southport (surrer pr details) 

gth Finance Meeting 26 Atwood Read 

Dids- 3-15 

lo Bueiness Meeting -Joe atren's Bpm 

= ee Shapes sold by now hoperully 

13/14 Green Party Council mect 
in York alice for details) 

1g _ M/< Central Euro meg: 
Brian's 81S 

13 Close of £uro nominations 

20° NW Area Public Speaking 
WorKshop -All welcome 
10:30 -3:30 Town Hall 

CSuliee tor details) 
ing /leatletfing will be gaingen 

) Goes ae aes i peblidntss 

- a a5 th NW Candidefes launch 
Tawn Hall, hord Mayor's Firlour 

= People Needed (Salct tr details) 
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OK. _ So what would you Greens 

do if you ran Manchester? 

Are we sure we'd know the answer to that if asked On 
the doorstep? We could say a good deal about what's being 
done wrong at the moment and maybe give a few hints from 
what we have remembered from Manifesto for a Sustainable 
Society. But when it came down to specifics, things that 
we could point to for Manchester, we'd be a bit lost. 

Not for much longer, if you come to the Policy-making 
Day at the Town Hall on May 6th. Inside this issue of CITY 
GREEN are six background papers on different areas of 
policy. We'll be discussing them in three workshop 
sessions. At the end we will start the process of putting 
what we have agreed on into a coherent manifesto. 

The six subjects are Education, Housing, 

Health/Environment, Inner Cities, Local Democracy and 

Transport. It won't be possible to get to every workshop 
so please let us know in good time if there are any which 
you can't bear to miss. We'll do our best to timetable to 
avoid clashes, but can't guarantee to accommodate everyone. 

Please read the background papers before the day - the 

more prepared we all are the smoother things will go. 

Phone Paul (226 6683) or David (25 9758) for any further 

information you need. It will be a full day starting at 10 

a.m., but please come for part of the time if that is all 

you are able to spare. This will be an important day for 

the development of Green politics in Manchester, so the 

more people who take part the better. 

Bring the children as well if you want to. There will 

be a créche available throughout the day. Bring food to 

share; tea, coffee etc., will be provided. 

Don't forget —- Saturday May 6th 

~: Manchester Town Hall 
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