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“The Planet 
Under Pressure organisers have insisted that all delegates contribute £35 to a compulsory ‘offset’ 
scheme, and although they acknowledge “carbon offsetting is complex and controversial”, they 
nevertheless conclude “it seemed appropriate to take some responsibility for greenhouse gases for an i
nternational conference.” This position has forced me to withdraw from participation, instead I reiterate my long-held 
judgment that offsetting is without scientific legitimacy, is dangerously misleading and almost certainly contributes to 
a net increase in the absolute rate of global emissions growth.”

“when 
considering our impact we have to consider the total sum of our emissions released between 2000 and 2100; offset 
projects must be measured over this period. There is no point in reducing emissions in the short-run by 1 tonne if the 
knock-on impact is 2 tonnes emitted in 2020 or even 1.5 tonnes in say 2050. The implications of this for the concept of 
offsetting … are profound.”



cough

know

mcmonthly@gmail.com

"Life is like a sewer. What you get out of it depends on what 
you put into it."

stephen_pennells@yahoo.co.uk



"Since the beginning of the 1990s, it has also become 
increasingly evident that the frame of mind [sociologist 
Ronald ]Inglehart described has once again substantially 
changed. Late-modern societies are experiencing a silent 
counter-revolution that is once again rearranging the 
parameters that determine the way in which the social and 
natural environment are being perceived. What is 
emerging is the post-ecologist frame of mind whose 
arrival is signalled, for example, by the glaring neo-
materialism that commands late-modern societies. 
Other indicators of the post-ecologist 
constellation include a) the realization that 
nature, rather than being an 
unambiguous physical reality out 
there, is a social construction and 
heavily contested concept; b) the de-
ideologization of eco-politics; c) 
the integration of environmental 
issues into other fields of politics 
and the implicit loss of the specific 
identity of eco-politics; d) the 
reformulation of ecological issues 
as economic issues and issues of 
efficiency; e) the decline of the 
political actors of ecologism; and f) 
the emergence of an overwhelming 
optimism (ecological modernization, 
civil society) replacing the traditional 
eco-pessimism."

stuff



"A calmer, 
neighbourhood-based city, a 

city that looks green – everybody 
is going to agree. The question is 

what strategic framework is it 
given."



"They couldn't even get the feedback 
form right! There was no option for "I 
did not go to that workshop" which 
you then had to rate (it wouldn't let me 
leave it blank) and then when I tried 
to submit it, the whole thing crashed 
and it said to contact your 
questionnaire administrator or 
something! so my words of  wisdom 
(nice idea, could have been better 
executed) disappeared into the ether. 
oh well. "

www.theecologist.org
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"Low-probability, high-
impact changes associated with the crossing of 

poorly understood climate thresholds cannot be 
excluded."

http://ipcc-wg2.gov/SREX/

www.hulmegardencentre.org.uk




