
manchesterclimatemonthly.net Vol 1, No. 3.   March 2012

To inform, inspire & connect

STAKEHOLDER 
CONFERENCE
Tickets have sold out, and 
there's now a waiting list 
for the 'annual' event,  on 
Friday March 16, 12.30pm 
to 5.30pm
www.manchesterclimate.com

RED
Have you read any good books 
lately?  No? Well, we've got a 
batch of them here at MCFly 
waiting for reviewers. They are 
mostly, you'll be surprised to 
learn, about climate change.  If 
you're up for reviewing, then get 
in touch!  Details about the 
length of the reviews and the 
books available on page 7.

YELLOW 
MCFly has interviewed Cllr 
Marc Rambsottom, leader of 
the Manchester  Liberal 
Democrats.  In a wide-
ranging discussion, the 
opposition leader explained 
how Manchester would look 
different under his 
administration, ward plans, 
the Airport (of course), 
steady state economics and 
the democratic deficits at 
both Manchester and Greater 
Manchester level.  A full 
transcript will appear 
imminently on the MCFly 
website. In the meantime, see 
page 5 for snippets.

BLUE
A "global sustainability pioneer on re-
engineering organisations for a low-carbon 
future" will be speaking in Manchester on 
Wednesday 21 March, and tickets are free. 
 Gunter Pauli, of Zero Emissions Research & 
Initiatives (ZERI)  will be the keynote speaker at 
an event which is also doubling as the AGM of 
TogetherWorks, "the network for Social 
Enterprises in Greater Manchester."   Mr Pauli 
will be talking about  "the Blue Economy", in 
which "the best for health and the environment 
is cheapest and the necessities for life are free 
thanks to a local system of production and 
consumption that works with what you have".
The event runs from 6pm to 8.30pm, at Bridge 5 
Milll, Beswick St in Ancoats (it'll always be 
'MERCI' to us). For more details and to book, 
see http://togetherworks.org.uk/contact

GREEN 
Manchester Green Party has launched its 
manifesto. It's a two page document that 
lists a series policy priorities around Jobs, 
Housing, Children & Young People and 
Transport. A critique of the Council's 
climate actions is not included, but the 
Greens do undertake to "promote a 
Manchester Green New Deal for new jobs 
across the city, not expansion at the 
Airport " continued page 2 

pre-Council Elections debate with audience questions

Tuesday April 17th
7pm for 7.30pm

Friends Meeting House
6 Mount St, City Centre

With speakers from the Labour Party, The Liberal Democrats, The Greens and (maybe) the Tories

IS MANCHESTER CITY COUNCIL TAKING THE 
RIGHT ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE?

DOES MY BUM LOOK 
BIG IN THIS CITY?
How come societies are 
getting, well, lardier? It's 
more complex than just 
'we're eating more'.  See 
review of "Obesogenic 
Environments" on page 7

ECOLOGICAL 
MODERNISATION 
Long words, but an 
important concept. What is 
it? Why does it matter?  All 
(well, some) will be revealed 
on page 4

CHRISTIE HOSPITAL 
IN DRAMATIC U-TURN
They now will NOT be 
building a whopping big 
carpark in Withington.  For 
more details, see page 6



Got a climate question? 
Ask a climate scientist!

You've three, count 'em 3, opportunities to ask real live 
climate scientists your questions in the coming weeks. 
 The ubiquitous and somewhat dishy (so the wife of one 
of the editors says) Professor Kevin Anderson, deputy 
director of the Tyndall Centre is available to answer 
your queries twice.
On Tuesday 6th March, from 5pm he's ‘Going Beyond 
Dangerous Climate Change: Exploring the void 
between rhetoric and reality in reducing carbon 
emissions’  Room 3, University of Manchester Students’ 
Union, Oxford Road
On Tuesday 13th from 7pm he's part of a panel 
discussion organised by Friends of the Earth, at the 
Greenfish Resource Centre, Oldham St, City Centre. 
(see page 8 calendar for details).
Earlier on Tuesday 13th, from 5 to 6pm, Maria 
Sharmina, also of the Tyndall, gives a talk with Q and A 
on ‘Emissions and Enery Scenarios – A Focus on the 
UK’  Rm 4, University of Manchester Students’ Union, 
Oxford Rd
All these events are free, and will be blogged by MCFly 
writers.  After attending one or more of them, please 
ponder the Sven Lindqvist quote from the beginning of 
his book "Exterminate All the Brutes" - "You already 
know enough. So do I. It is not knowledge we lack. What 
is missing is the courage to understand what we know 
and to draw conclusions."
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GREEN (from page 1)
The Greens' manifesto includes an "appeal to everyone committed to a fair and just society, and especially to 
disillusioned Labour and Liberal Democrat voters in the City, to vote for local Green candidates in support of this 
policy programme".  
Under the housing heading they want to see the Council "provide warm homes by implementing a large-scale 
‘retrofit’ home energy efficiency programme, and restore carbon efficiency requirements for new homes "
For children and young people, among other aims they want to "encourage the development of new routes into 
employment with greater emphasis on high quality vocational training, apprenticeships and work experience"
Around transport, their pledges include "Consult people across the city on schemes to change road traffic priorities 
in favour of walking & cycling."
The Greens held one seat (in Hulme ward) on the 96 member Council from 2003-2008.  They face an uphill battle 
to gain any seats at this year's elections. The next council elections will be held in 2014.

MCFly's two cents
While we here are MCFly Towers are encouraged to see the Green Party coming out and saying what it wants to 
see happen locally, one-off documents are not enough. What is really needed is something we've not yet seen from 
the Greens, who aspire to replace the Liberal Democrats as the opposition to the dominant Labour Party. "What's 
that?," you ask, the suspense clearly killing you.  Well, detailed and radical ideas being put forward on a regular 
basis, and detailed critiques of current Council policy and (in)action. Given that the Greens will not - this side of 
the eco-apocalyse - ever form a Manchester administration, then the next best thing is, in our humble opinion, to 
come up with ideas that get pinched (as the Liberal Democrats' "Twenty's Plenty" campaign did). 

Saturday March 17th - can you 
be in two places at once?

For more on fracking;
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydraulic
_fracturing

Campaigning Group
http://frack-off.org.uk

www.wdm.org.uk
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Reduce your personal footprint
All the standard personal stuff - Drive less, cycle 
more
Fly less (cough cough).  Eat less meat. Buy less stuff.
Insulate your house - see the Energy Savings Trust's 
 "Get me toasty" campaign 
 http://www.getmetoasty.com
Ask at work - is there an environmental policy? If 
not, why not? If there is, is it being implemented?
Has your organisation endorsed the Manchester 
Climate Change Action Plan?
That is important, so you have credibility and aren't 
accused of hypocrisy when you...
Increase your political footprint
Join a group - see calendar on page eight. Don't be 
discouraged with how you get ignored for the first 
few times you go.  Don't take it personally. It's just 
the way the environmental movement rolls at 
present.  That can change, and it would be really 
good if you were part of changing it... If you get fed 
up, come ask us at MCFly - we've heaps of useful 
work you could do...
Find out who your local councillors are (even if you 
are deprived enough not to live in Manchester City 
Council's area.)  What have they done to get the 
council more active? What could they do?  Do they 
even know about climate change as a local 
government issue?
Get involved with MCFly
Subscribe, forward articles to your friends.  
Send us news!, write for us,  volunteer... 

MCFly JOBS WHAT NEED DOING
Telling us about stories we should be chasing
Retweeting our stuff and sending us tweets you 
think are worth pursuing (@mcr_climate)
Inviting us to come and run a workshop for you and 
your friends/neighbours/community group/church
Doing an audit of MCFly's website and paper 
publication - are we just covering rich white male 
Chorltonites?
Helping us publicise and organise the Tuesday 17th 
April election hustings event.
Helping to develop the "Siege of Castle Grayskull" 
boardgame.  
Much much more!
email us at mcmonthly@gmail.com

Depressing Quote of the Month!
I don’t have any direct experience with the Transition 
folks, though I do get a newsletter. My appreciation from 
what I read is that while the oil economy continues to 
function, no one really, truly wants to experience the 
hardships involved in the lack of basic services (tap water, 
electricity, heat, transportation, etc.), so it’s a little like the 
Hokey Pokey: put the left foot in, take the left foot out. 
From the relative comfort of modern life most of us know, 
very few of us really want to transition to a life of 
deprivation, austerity, and isolation. So my 
prediction/expectation is that we’ll continue to skirt along 
the edges of real social reorganization up until the time the 
wheels come off the bus, and then the ride will get so wild 
no planning will matter.
"Brutus" on http://leavingbabylon.wordpress.com



MCMonthly's
Everything you wanted to know about: 
but were afraid to ask.
1. What is Ecological Modernisation?
According to wikipedia, font of all reliable information, 
Ecological Modernisation (EM) is...
“an optimistic, reform-oriented school of environmental 
social science that has gained increasing attention 
among scholars and policymakers in the last several 
decades in Europe, North America, Japan, and 
elsewhere.”  
For a coupla hundred years now humans have really 
really loved their technology(1).  So ecological 
modernisation is a new name for an old impulse. 
 The concept was "first developed in the early 
1980s primarily in a small group of western 
European countries, notably Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom."(2) 
 The label really gained prominence with 
the 1995 publication of Maarten Hajer's 
The Politics of Environmental Discourse: 
Ecological Modernization and the Policy 
Process, Oxford University Press, which, 
as the name suggests, is light bed-time 
reading.

2. Why is it so attractive?
EM tells us we can keep on going pretty much 
as we have been.  All we have to do is use our 
brains a bit better, and come up with some Great New 
Technologies. Like thorium reactors. And genetically 
modified food.  Carbon Capture and Storage.  We can 
continue to have growth, as long as we use the word 
“sustainable” a lot.

As such, policy makers and politicians love it, because it 
tells us that the way to get out of our hole is to keep 
digging.   We don't have to re-arrange the political or 
economic furniture, or take a close look at the tenancy 
arrangement– a new damp course and a lick of (green) 
paint will do the trick.

3. What is wrong/dangerous about it?
EM tells us we can keep on going pretty much as we 
have been.  All we have to do is use our brains a bit 
better, and come up with some Great New Technologies. 
Thorium reactors et cetera. You've read this already.
As some guy once said, “Problems cannot be solved by 
the level of awareness that created them."  But thinking is 
painful, especially when it pushes against the room to 
manoeuvre of the rich and powerful.

ECOLOGICAL 
MODEDRNISATION
We're in the Anthropocene (3) now. We are most 
definitely going to need all sorts of technology to 
survive the 21st century.  It's a question of resilient and 
distributed technologies. You might almost say that we 
need mastery, not control(4). Both EMO and EM are 
teenage mindsets, and it's time to grow up.

See also:
Jevons' Paradox- the basic point of which is efficiency 
gains, so beloved of the owners of airports and leaders 

of councils, can lead to more of a substance being 
used up rather than less, because the price drops 

and demand goes up.
Post-ecological thinking - the subject of 

next month's didacticism. Betcha can't 
wait.
The Emperor's New Clothes - we all 
know this one, right? 

Footnotes
(1) Or, to be more accurate, those 
humans on the “doing to” end have loved 

technology. The opinion of those – 
humans, other animals and eco-systems - at 

the business end of the technology is usually 
lukewarm at best, and rarely recorded. Anyone 

seen “Avatar”?
(2) http://www.tricity.wsu.edu/sonn/ecomod_intro.htm
(3) The Anthropocene is the era of the Earth's history 
where humans have been an impact on the climate and 
biosphere. Two hundred years? Eight thousand? Debate 
rages. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthropocene
(4) It's a fine distinction. Ask me after a pint, but not 
after four. 

Further Reading
The Whale and the Reactor: A Search for Limits in an 
Age of High Technology by Langdon Winner
All that is solid melts into Air: The Experience of 
Modernity by Marshall Berman
Vandana Shiva and other eco-feminists

Marc Hudson

Do you have a favourite concept - be it scientific, 
sociological, political or economic - that you'd like to see 
given the treatement? Just cross our palm with silver, and 
we'll see what we can do...
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The MCMonthly Interview Cllr Marc Ramsbottom
Leader of Opposition, 
Manchester City 
Council

 If the Liberal Democrats now controlled Manchester City 
Council, how would it look different – especially again on 
climate and environment issues – than it does now?
I think it would look different because .. the key thing on how the 
Council needs to change is that it needs to be less centred on the 
Town Hall and more centred on local communities and 
neighbourhoods. It would be about shifting power away from the 
hands of the Chief Executive and the Leader, which it is at the 
moment, and shift it and devolve it to a) in the first instance other 
local councillors and their neighbourhoods and then beyond that 
out into communities itself. Through local neighbourhood 
forums, by having local planning committees, for example, 
around local areas.... There needs to be a massive 
decentralisation of powers. So you've got this shift of power 
from national government to local government but the next step 
is a responsibility for local government to shift and devolve 
powers to the lowest level, where it matters to local people. Now 
obviously there's got to be some things decided at Town Hall 
level, the strategic level. It's about making sure where that 
balance is right. And at the moment, in my view the biggest 
problem with Manchester City Council is 
that it's highly centralised. And 
it's not just centralised in 
the Town Hall, it's 
centralised in the hands of 
two people in the city...
I suppose it becomes a question of how can local 
neighbourhood forums, which are often poorly attended at 
present – and you might argue that's simply because they're 
talking shops and they have no substantive powers - but how 
would they be able to research and co-ordinate something 
like a climate change action plan for Manchester?
Ah, well, I think what I would say is, you have to devolve power 
where it's most suitable and appropriate. There's some things 
from a strategic level – for example, transport; if you want any 
meaningful decision on transport...
Yes there are some things locally, like where the local bus-stop 
gets put, issues around local car parks et cetera, but if you want 
anything about public transport, for instance, you've got to 
decide that on a city-wide or even a Greater Manchester level. So 
if you're looking at policy or strategy, yes, some of those things 
have to be decided at a city-wide level – you can't devolve 
everything. And the example you gave, of Twenty's Plenty; if we 
as a Council decide that is a policy position we want to adopt, 
then you have to drive that forward, politically you have to have 
the commitment to do it. Not just on that, but on any other issues.

Ward plans are apparently out in draft by the end of 
February, or certainly by March. Are they something 
that you encourage, and are they something that you're 
going to encourage your sitting councillors and 
candidates to publicise, scrutinise and critique?
Yes. Ward plans have been in the making for quite some 
time. In fact, they have been around for a fair while actually, 
they've may just not be very widely known. As ward 
councillors in those areas they will be heavily involved in 
scrutinising, and drafting  and working with officers to make 
sure they reflect the priorities of the local community. So 
that's a good process, an important process, but the missing 
link is ... money. If you have a ward plan that says “we want 
to do these wonderful things, and we want to see this area 
develop or change in this way”,  that's fine, but where's the 
money that's going to back that up. We want to see money 
devolved to local neighbourhoods. Not huge sums of money, 
but we want to be able to see significant sums of money, that 
local councillors, with local residents, supported within the 
local plan, can actually decide to allocate.

Shifting on to the inevitable elephant in the 
room... Would Manchester Airport 

continue to expand, and would the 
Airport City scheme happen 

under a Liberal Democrat 
administration. And if yes, what about the 

carbon emissions? And if no, what about the money?
(Laughs).  First of all, the airport is an hugely important 
economic driver. Not just for the city, but also for the Greater 
Manchester area, the North West and for the north of 
England. It's probably the most economic driver in terms of 
transport hubs that the region has. We're not about to say “it's 
a dreadful evil thing, we must try to curb it.” That would be 
wrong. But any development, or any plans to develop the 
airport has to be done in a way that is sensitive, and respects 
the  environmental as much as possible.
Now, I have met with the Airport on a number of occasions, 
and I do know that they talk very honestly, very openly about 
having environmental issues at the heart of their agenda. It's 
not just about “let's unleash,  let them rip and do what they 
want.” It has to be sustainable development. I think every 
development plan around the airport has to be very carefully 
scrutinised to make sure that it fits in with the overall climate 
change agenda. But we have to recognise, particularly in the 
current economic situation, that jobs and growth are 
important.

MCFly co-editor Marc Hudson caught up with Cllr Marc 
Ramsbottom on February 3rd.
The full transcript of the interview will soon be posted at 
the MCMonthly's website (under the "Interview" tab)

"We're not about 
to say the Airport's a 
dreadful evil thing"



COUNCILS OF DESPAIR
"What did you do in the ward, daddy?"
At the end of March, Manchester city council will approve ward-level 
plans outlining a set of priorities for every Manchester ward. Will these 
include climate change issues and ways to increase the resilience of the 
ward? Only time will tell.
The council states that the aim of the ward plans is to “improve services 
at a local level” and “deliver outcomes for neighbourhoods”. In the past, 
the plans covered a three-year period but they will now cover one year 
and will be refreshed annually.
Ward plans are put together by city council workers called 'ward co-
ordinators' who consult with major service providers in the wards. 
According to the co-ordinator in charge of Chorlton, this includes 
consultation with council services, local businesses, councillors as well 
as local residents. She also added the plans are 'living documents' to 
which priorities can be added and altered on an on-going basis.
Looking at the 2009-2011 plan for Harpurhey, there was a commitment 
to make the area 'cleaner and greener' although this was linked to making 
more desirable neighbourhoods than anything else. The Chorlton plan 
was a little more focused on environmental issues and raised concerns 
around recycling, waste, allotments, improvement of pavements and 
Beech Road Park, as well as consultation around the development of the 
area.
We will be looking at the ward plans in more detail when they are 
released in March. In the interest of our sanity we will only be comparing 
Harpurhey, Chorlton and maybe Moss Side.  
 Arwa Aburawa 

ENVIRONMENT COMMISSION MEETS WEDS MARCH 21st
The Greater Manchester Environment Commission has "19 board members co-ordinating with partner 
organisations to tackle climate change, energy, water, green infrastructure, transport, waste and other issues." 
Chaired by Stockport Council Leader Dave Goddard, its "vision is to move Greater Manchester from red brick to 
green brick; to build on our former industrial heritage to a future that is ever greener and cleaner." One of its jobs 
is to shepherd through an "Implementation Plan" for the Greater Manchester Climate Strategy.  It's running behind, 
and will almost certainly be delayed. But maybe not after all. If the suspense is killing you, get along to its next 

meeting (we'll be the ones in the corner scribbling furiously). While you're waiting, read our "Delays vs. 
Delivery: Greater Manchester’s Climate Change Strategy" post on our website. 

News round-up of what's happening (and what's not) from the Town Halls of Greater Mank.  We need 
your leads and leaks! For more detailed reports, see our website.
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Mis-stake holder conference
If you have managed to hear about 
Manchester's climate change 
stakeholder conference and also bag 
yourself a ticket, then you should count 
yourself pretty lucky. It's not just that 
there were very few tickets out there 
but, more worryingly, that two weeks 
till the conference and it still feels like 
the event is top secret. Beyond MCFly, 
I haven't seen it advertised anywhere.
It would have been nice to see the 
conference promoted and its profile 
raised beyond the usual green suspects. 
I'm not talking a major media 
campaign or anything. A couple of 
tweets here and there (what is the 
hashtag for the event anyway?). A 
couple of blogs on the website about 
what we can expect at the conference 
wouldn't have gone amiss either. In 
fact, the website's blog doesn't appear 
to have been updated since the end of 
January...
Arwa Aburawa

Christie Hospital Abandons Multi-Story Car Park Plans
Back in January, the council rejected Christie hospital's application to build a research centre and multi-story car park 
in Withington. The Christie has now re-applied for permission to build the multi-million pound research centre but 
has decided to leave out the controversial car park. The original application proposed a new multi-story car park with 
at least 750 spaces. Locals objected to the size of the proposed car park, its height and impact on a patch of grass 
known as Withington Green. The new application proposes increasing the size Withington Green instead of reducing 
it by a fifth and also suggests use of an existing ground level car park with 432 spaces.
Cllr Chris Paul (Labour, Withington), who has been actively involved in the campaign against the car park, was happy 
with the amendment but insists that there could be further improvements. He states that there should be a commitment 
to stop all parking structure on the site higher than one deck over the ground in the future. Paul also added that the 
hospital needs to encourage more staff to live locally and also use the tram network to get around. The hospitals 
'Green Travel Plan' was criticized for being too vague and a new and more detailed plan has now been submitted.
Arwa Aburawa
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CULTURE VULTURE
BOOK REVIEW:  Obesogenic environments: complexities, perceptions and objective measures
Lake,Amelia A, Townshend,T.G, Alvanides,Seraphim, 
Wiley-Blackwell  2011
reviewed by Pete Abel
"When you design streets solely for cars, people die as a result. The underlying 
conditions that are responsible for those deaths are rarely or never challenged. The 
victims often get blamed for their own injuries or deaths.”
The above quote refers to the case of Raquel Nelson, a US Atlanta-area mother who 
was recently convicted of vehicular homicide. But not for driving a motor vehicle. She 
was crossing a busy road with three children when her 4-year-old son was struck by a 
car and killed. The road did not have adequate pedestrian crossing facilities.
Such examples highlight the impact that the design of our built environment can have 
on our lives. But for some readers, linking street design, road deaths and obesity may 
seem unwarranted. However, the growing levels of obesity in the United Kingdom 
suggest that the design of our streets, neighbourhoods and cities are helping to kill us – maybe a little slower but 
just as surely.
The book has fourteen chapters which provide an introduction to obesity and its implications for health and 
wellbeing, and also cover key themes such as eating 
behaviours and food environments, physical activity and the 
environment, the urban environment, methods, policy and 
future research directions. By bringing together many 
disciplines including nutrition and dietetics, policy, 
epidemiology, environmental sciences, medical sciences, 
town planning and urban design, transport, geography and 
physical activity, this book helps demonstrate the 
multidisciplinary approach to public health needed to reshape 
our built environment to encourage and support people to 
make healthy food, transport and lifestyle choices.
As co-editor, Dr Amelia Lake, commented “Our research 
shows that it is as much the responsibility of an urban 
designer as it is a nutritionist to reverse the obesity trend.”.
This book is not an easy read and not for the general reader. 
However, one of its strengths is that it helps demonstrate that 
obesity, just like road deaths, cannot be blamed on individual 
responsibility. There is such a thing as society and we needs 
to work collectively to plan better and healthier environments.
A much longer version of this review was published on the 
MCFly website on Feb 28th 2012.

Book Reviewers Needed!
We still need you to read books and then 
give us your opinion (in writing!). We've 
been too enthusiastic in blagging review 
copies, and publishers have been very 
generous.
Here's how it works-
you tell us which of the books below you 
want to review.  We give you the book, and 
you have thirty days to deliver a review of 
roughly 600 to 800 words, saying what the 
book argues, whether you thought it was 
good or not (and why!) who should read it, 
You get to KEEP the book, but we would 
very much like you not to flog it, because 
we want to build up a lending library. 
Unless it was a stinker, of course, in which 
case - to the Oxfam!!
Interested? email mcmonthly@gmail.com
The Politics of Climate Change (2nd ed) by 
Anthony Giddens
Occupy World Street: A global roadmap for 
radical economic and political reform by 
Ross Jackson
Whose Crisis, Whose Future? by Susan 
George
Engaging the Public with Climate Change: 
Behaviour Change and Communication eds 
Whitmarsh, O'Neill and Lorenzoni
Citizen Participation in Global 
Environmental Governance, eds Rask, 
Worthington & Lammi

MCFly has MoJO!!
The second Monthly Journal 
Overview has been collated 
by Mark Haworth and Kate 
Matthews.  A listing of 
interesting articles about 
climate science, urban 
governance etc, you can find 
it on the MCFly website, 
published 1st March. Next 
issue out Sunday 1st April.
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CALENDAR
For more info about these events, including hyperlinks to the organisers' own pages, please visit manchesterclimatemonthly.net
We make no claim to being complete. Appearance in the calendar is not an endorsement of the quality of the event in question!

Mon 5, 7pm at Friends Meeting House, 6 Mount St (city centre) – Second MCFly book reading group – “The Handmaid’s Tale” by 
Margaret Atwood. Discussion facilitated by MCFly co-editor Arwa Aburawa. Followed by mingler - all welcome!
Tue 6, 2pm Communities and Neighbourhoods Overview and Scrutiny Meeting, Committee Room 11, Manchester Town Hall. 
Regular meeting, with cycling in Manchester and how it can be encouraged as an agenda item…
Tue 6, 4.30 – 6.00pm Adaptation to Climate Change and Desertification: Perspectives from National Policy and Autonomous Local 
Practice in Malawi Dr Lindsay Stringer (School of Earth and Environment, University of Leeds)  G6, Humanities Bridgeford Street 
Part of the development@manchester seminar series
Tue 6, 5pm ‘Going Beyond Dangerous Climate Change: Exploring the void between rhetoric and reality in reducing carbon 
emissions’ – A lecture with Prof. Kevin Anderson Room 3, University of Manchester Students’ Union, Oxford Road, Manchester, 
Wed 7, 2-3pm “Low carbon, sustainable communities” by Visiting Professor Graham Hillier, Rayleigh Room, Faraday House, 
University of Salford
Weds 7, 3-5pm, Joint Planning, MARC and Geography event ‘Perspectives on Carbon’, Hanson Room Humanities Bridgeford 
Street, University of Manchester 3pm – Dr Vince Gauci (Open University): Wetland carbon exchange responses to global change
4pm – Dr Aidan While (Sheffield): Carbon control and the urban business model
Wed 7, 7.30-9.3pm Didsbury Film Society showing of ‘The Garden‘. St James and Emmanuel Church, Barlow Moor Rd, Didsbury 
£4.50, includes wine/drinks/nibbles, good conversation afterwards!
Weds 7, 7pm “Beginners Guide to local (in)action on climate change” at the OKasional Cafe  with MCFly co-editors Arwa 
Aburawa and Marc Hudson. See http://okcafe.wordpress.com
Thurs 8th  Professor Partha Dasgupta will deliver a public lecture at Whitworth Hall, The University of Manchester
Thurs 8, 10am – 12noon First Food Futures Forum, Friends Meeting House
Thurs 8 “Planning for Low Carbon Living”. free one-day workshop at Mcr Town Hall. To book kirsty.mitchell@cse.org.uk
Thurs 8, 7pm Manchester Green Party meeting, Friends Meeting House, 6 mOUNT sT
Sunday 11 10:30 am Scrub removal on the Hardy Farm SBI  - for details  phone 0161 881 6276
Mon 12, 6pm Using the “Climate Activist Development Scheme” at the OKasional Cafe http://okcafe.wordpress.com
Tue, 13 5pm – 6pm ‘Emissions and Enery Scenarios – A Focus on the UK’ A talk with Maria Sharmina Room 4, University of 
Manchester Students’ Union, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PR
Tue 13, 6-8pm Eco Streets: Celebrating South Mcr’s commitment to tackling climate change ZION Arts Centre, 335 Stretford Road,
Tue 13 6-8pm  "GreenSpirit Greater Manchester" Friends Meeting House. Contact Nicola Percival 01625 572894 or email 
Nicola.percival@soulsustainability.co.uk
Tue 13,  7pm til 9pm, The Behavioural Challenge of Climate Change: Where we are at, and where we need to be’. A discussion of 

the latest climate research and some solutions to address the challenges. Hosted 
by Manchester Friends of the Earth. Speakers:Prof Kevin Anderson, Director, 
Tyndall Centre for Climate Change, Friends of the Earth national campaigner 
Mike Childs and Dave Coleman, Director, Cooler Projects CIC
Green Fish Resource Centre, 46-50 Oldham Street, Manchester M4 1LE
Weds 14, 5- 6.15pm: ‘Resilient Urbanism’- Lecture by Ash Amin, Chaired by 
Stephen Milner, Serena Professor of Italian. Cordingley Lecture Theatre. 
Weds 14, 7.30pm to 9pm Growing Food in the City: local food in Havana and 
Manchester Levenshulme Inspire, 747 Stockport Rd 
Fri 16, 12.15 to 5.30pm Stakeholder Conference, 12.30 to 5.30 at MMU. 
Sat 17, 11pm to 6pm National Anti-Fracking meeting in Manchester, 11 to 
6pm, Methodist Hall, Oldham St.
Sat 17, 10 to 6 "An economy for the 99%” Ideas, stories and tactics from 

around the world.  See www.wdm.org.uk
Tue 20, 6pm – 7pm ‘Ecology as the new Opium of 
the People’ – Prof. Erik Swyngedouw lecture-and-a-
curry Location: Room 4, University of Manchester 
Students’ Union, Oxford Road, Manchester, M13 9PR
MORE EVENTS ON OUR WEBSITE!!
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